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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT International application No. 

ON PATENTABILITY PCT/EP2004A308327 



Box No. 1 Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

Description, Pages 

1-8 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 -9 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1-3 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/Tigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-9 



1-9 
1-9 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 



see separate sheet 
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1 The following documents are referred to in this communication: 

D1 : US 6 388 960 B1 (ENDO FUMIO ET AL) 14 May 2002 (2002-05-14) 

D2 : US 6 252 831 B1 (WEHMEYER KEITH REYNOLDS) 26 June 2001 (2001-06- 
26) 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

• 4 

I 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject matter of claim 1 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 
33(3)PCT. 

2.1.1 Document D1 discloses a "method of retrieving the file system of an optical 

recording medium" (see abstract) using information from the medium itself. 
Indeed, D1 discloses to determine whether a CD recording medium is a CD- 
Audio or CD-ROM. The skilled person in the field of digital recording knows that 
in the first case, no file system is associated with the CD-Audio format, and in 
the second case the ISO9660 file system is associated with the CD-ROM 
format. Therefore, D1 does disclose a "method of retrieving the file system of an 
optical recording medium", as defined in the preambule of claim 1 . 

2.1 .2 The subject-matter of independent claim 1 differs from the disclosure of D1 in 

that the file system information is retrieved in a database storing the file systems 
associated with each medium, by using an entry key to this database calculated 
with parameters of the medium itself. 

2.1 .3 The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded 

as providing a medium for which the time required to identify the file system of 
the medium is short. 
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2.1 .4. Document D2 discloses a method comprising the steps of determining a 
signature of a recording medium (coi 1 lines 44-46), comparing this 

signature with a plurality of signatures in a content database (col 4 
paragraph 3) and retrieving descriptive information associated with the 
content (col 1 lines 27-35). 



2.1.4 



The solution proposed in claim 1 of the present application cannot be 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) because the 
skilled person would be aware of the teachings of D2 and would combine them 
into the method of D1 in order to solve the problem posed arriving at a method 
as worded in claim 1 , without the exercise of any inventive skill. 



3 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 8 

3.1 Same applies, mutatis mutandis, to apparatus claim 8. 

4 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-7, 9 

Dependent claims 2-7, 9 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). In particular they 
provide known features of matching algorithms in the field of data retrieval from a 
database (see for example document D3). 
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